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Tammy Driskill 
on Indianapolis 
KI board ballot

Tuscaloosa getting ready 
for convention Aug. 7-8

On Aug. 7-8, the 
Alabama District Kiwanis 
Convention will be held in 
Tuscaloosa at the brand-
new Embassy Suites in the 
heart of downtown to cel-
ebrate the Kiwanis Family and the 
centennial of Kiwanis.

The Alabama District’s celebration of 
the Kiwanis centennial will include 
noted speakers, Kiwanis history, stories 
of service success, profiles of influential 
Kiwanians and live entertainment.

From new members ready to jump 
in and lead, to newly elected officers 
preparing for a year of service and 
leadership, through seasoned leaders 
celebrating a life of Kiwanis service, 
District Convention has something for 
everybody.

The star-packed speaker line-up this 
year will include Robert Bentley, gov-
ernor of Alabama; John Croyle, found-

er of Big Oak Ranch; and 
Fred Hunter, host of 
“Absolutely Alabama” on 
WBRC Fox 6 TV.

The $125 registration fee 
includes every aspect of 

the convention, including the Friday 
night dinner and the Saturday lun-
cheon.

And that’s not all. The discounted 
stay in the Embassy Suites includes 
the Friday afternoon welcome recep-
tion and Saturday morning breakfast. 
All together, this is the lowest cost to 
attend a District Convention in years, 
according to convention planners.

Don’t leave your kids at home! For 
only $25, your child can join in the fun 
at the convention with special pro-
gramming. 

They will get to experience Tusca-
loosa and celebrate the Kiwanis  

(See TUSCALOOSA, Page 2)

If you missed the 
cake at the Mid-
winter Conference 
or other events 
marking Kiwanis’ 
100th anniversary, 
there will be more 
celebrating at the 
Alabama District 
Convention Aug. 
7-8 in Tusca loosa. 
That’s the promise 
of Tommy Smith 
and Betty Whisen-
ant, shown, and 
other members of 
the Greater Tusca-
loosa Kiwanis Club 
and the Tuscaloosa 
Kiwanis Club. 

By Patrice Stewart
Kiwanis Kourier editor

Tammy Driskill of the Alabama 
District is running for the Kiwanis 
International Board of Trustees, and 
her name will be on the ballot during 
the June 26 business session at the 
International Convention in 
Indianapolis.

Driskill has the qualifications to be a 
leader for Kiwanis International as it 
enters its second century of service.   

“The next century has many chal-
lenges for us as Kiwanians. The good 
news is that -- looking back at where 
we have come -- challenge gives us 
purpose!”

Driskill said she would like to serve 
as a Kiwanis International trustee to 
tackle challenges head-on, share ser-
vice ideas and inspire the next genera-
tion of leaders.

As chair for The Eliminate Project in 
Alabama since 2012, Driskill came up 

Eliminate Chair Tammy Driskill 
talks about The Eliminate Project at 
the Mid-winter Conference.

(See DRISKILL, Page 6)

Available at conven-
tion: Alabama 

Kiwanis History book 
by Bob McCurley



centennial while engaged in activities 
throughout the convention.

Register soon; the fee goes from 
$125 to $150 on June 13. 

See Page 3 for discounts available to 
small clubs and one for clubs with 
four or more registering.

A schedule of events for the conven-
tion, which will begin at 4 p.m. on 
Friday afternoon and end by 3 p.m. 
Saturday, is on Page 4 of this Kiwanis 
Kourier. 

For complete registration and other 
information, see convention 
.tuscaloosakiwanis.org.

Alabama Kiwanis Kourier, Spring 2015     2

Kiwanians can still register on site at the Indianapolis Convention Center starting June 24
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At the District Convention in 
Mobile, Alabama, I shared about how 
this centennial year is a historic 
moment for us all. It is a time for us to 
celebrate how far we have come, but 
more importantly to step boldly into 
the next century of Kiwanis as we 
blaze a trail together.

This year has been an amazing one 
so far. I have had the opportunity to 
visit so many divisions and hear 
about the great work you are doing in 
your local communities.

It has been a year when clubs have 
committed to leaving a legacy through 
centennial gifts to their communities 
in the forms of benches, parks and 
more.

I have also been humbled at the out-
pouring of support after our Key 
Leader weekend experienced the trag-
ic loss of a participant. Kiwanis mem-
bers from throughout the world 
showed that we are one big family — 
in times of celebration and sorrow.

It has also been such a blessing to 
get the updates from The Eliminate 

Project and know that we are chang-
ing the world and saving lives every 
day.

Often when I share with Kiwanis 
members, they ask what the greatest 
need is now. The answer is simple. 
The answer is something that has 
been unchanged for the past decade, 
but has more urgency than ever.

We need two things: (1) new mem-
bers with new passions for service to 
question, lead and inspire us as we 
learn to dream big again, and (2) exist-
ing members to re-commit to sharing 

their gifts and talents by serving in 
district leadership positions (commit-
tee chairs, lieutenant governors, com-
munications officers, new club open-
ers and club counselors). 

We can all think of reasons why we 
love our clubs. We can all think of rea-
sons that we are proud to be the active 
force of change in our communities. 
These greatly outnumber the excuses 
that we create for not inviting new 
members to join and the excuses that 
we create for not volunteering at a 
time when it is needed the most.

I am asking you to put those excuses 
aside and be a part of our future. 
Together we will lay the path. We 
have an awesome team in place to 
guide us along the new path. Future 
governors Bob Palys and Keith 
Graham will provide solid leadership 
for the Alabama District during the 
next two Kiwanis years.

We have an amazing District 
Convention planned for Aug. 7-8, so I 
hope to see you in Tuscaloosa.

From the 
Governor

By Brian 
Rodgers

Tuscaloosa
(From Page 1)

The new Embassy Suites Hotel in 
Tuscaloosa will be the site of the 

Alabama District Kiwanis Conven-
tion on Aug. 7-8. The hotel is at 2410 
University Blvd., next to Tuscaloosa 

Amphitheater and a mile from the 
University of Alabama campus. 

Breakfast, an evening reception and 
Wi-Fi are included in room charges, 
and the swimming pool is indoors. 
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Register now for the Alabama District Convention in Tuscaloosa Aug. 7-8 at Embassy Suites

Full information and registration is online at  
convention.tuscaloosakiwanis.org

August 7 – 8, 2015 
Embassy Suites Hotel
Tuscaloosa, Alabama

Fred Hunter
Host, Absolutely Alabama

Hon. Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

John Croyle
Founder, Big Oak Ranch

Featured Speakers
Join us in Tuscaloosa to celebrate 100 
years of Kiwanis service to children at 
the Alabama District Kiwanis Convention.
Stay in the brand-new Embassy Suites
located in the heart of downtown and 
serving as host to all Convention 
festivities. The Convention will include 
noted speakers, Kiwanis history, service 
success stories, profiles of influential 
Kiwanians, live entertainment, children's 
activities, and more!

Register today for just $125.
Registration is $150 after June 13.

Register with four or more people (including spouses)
from your club at the same time for only $100 each. 

Does Your Club have under 
25 members?
A $25 discount is available to the first 
member to register, who has never 
attended convention, from each club 
with under 25 members. Simply submit 
the paper form, and note that your 
registration qualifies.
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Email news and photos of club projects to the Kiwanis Kourier, kiwaniskourier@gmail.com

Full information and registration is online at  
convention.tuscaloosakiwanis.org

Friday, August 7
Beginning at 4:00pm

Opening General Session
Kiwanis Family History & Kiwanis Trustee
Reception and Cocktail Party 
Celebrating 100 Years of Kiwanis Dinner
Speaker: Hon. Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama
 

Saturday, August 8
Secrets of Successful Clubs
Speaker: John Croyle, Big Oak Ranch
Kiwanis Family & Sponsored Youth History
Stories of Kiwanis Success
Kiwanis Interclub Lunch
Speaker: Fred Hunter, Absolutely Alabama, FOX TV
Kiwanis for the Future
Adjourn at 3:00pm

Schedule at a Glance

Registration Questions?
Betty Whisenant, Tuscaloosa
256-810-1850
bettywhisenant@yahoo.com

General Questions?
Erin Wiggins
President; Greater Tuscaloosa
ewiggins@tcpara.org

Jonathan Hood
President; Tuscaloosa
jhood@fnbca.com
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Deadline for the summer edition of the online Kiwanis Kourier is July 1, 2015

‘Team Tammy’ gathers supporters

Members of several clubs attending the Mid-winter 
Conference wanted to have their photos made with Past 
Governor Tammy Driskill or the “Team Tammy” sign 
created for her campaign for the Kiwanis International 
Board of Trustees. She will be on the ballot during elec-
tions at the KI Convention in Indianapolis June 25-28. In 
the top photos, Driskill is shown with members of the 
Kiwanis clubs of Anniston, left, and Huntsville, right. In 

the bottom row, left, are Governor Brian Rodgers with 
Driskill and Armand St. Raymond of the Kiwanis Club 
of Birmingham; center, Mary Jo and Steve Cragon of 
Homewood and Toni Sisk of Anniston; and, right, sever-
al members of the Auburn club. See her website at team-
tammy2015.com and use the Twitter hashtag 
#TEAMTAMMY. 

Are you heading to Indy?
The Kiwanis International Convention is scheduled in Indianapolis, 

Indiana — the Kiwanis headquarters city — June 25-28, 2015, and it 
is not too late to join in. 

You can still head for Indy and register starting June 24 at the 
Kiwanis booth on site at the Indianapolis Convention Center. Then 
join in the fun and business as Kiwanis celebrates its 100th anniver-
sary with a Monumental Pancake Lunch on Monument Circle, 
Eliminate Project celebration, Kiwanis Fireworks Night at the ballpark, 
Birthday Bash and all-night dancing on Georgia Street, Next Century 
Gala and concert by Up with People. 

Be sure to bring the online form completed by your club officers 
and register as a delegate so you can vote for Alabama’s Tammy 
Driskill for International Trustee, as well as voting on other officers 
and business matters. Many Kiwanis education sessions and exhibits 
are planned, too, plus the Kiwanis World Showcase and KI office 
building tours. 

Find information online at http://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanis100/cen-
tennial-events/2015-convention. See you there!
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Celebrate 100 years of Kiwanis in Indianapolis June 25-28 and Tuscaloosa Aug. 7-8

What others say about Alabama’s Tammy Driskill
Tammy has been an inspiration to 

me since I became involved in 
Kiwanis. She does not see obsta-
cles, she sees ways around them. 
People want to work with her to 
make the world better.

—Alabama District Governor  
Brian Rodgers

I have had the pleasure of serving 
on our board of directors, working 
on projects, and helping young peo-
ple with a number of events along-
side Tammy Driskill. I have watched 
her serve as club president and lieu-
tenant governor and worked with 
her on statewide efforts. She is not 
only dedicated to Kiwanis, she is a 
major element in our community for 

the growth and involvement for a 
better city. I am totally confident 
Tammy is the right choice for the 
job of KI trustee. 

—Glen Williams, vice president, 
Kiwanis Club of Gadsden

She is the kind of leader Kiwanis 
needs. She is a smart, successful 
lawyer who can handle the many 
issues facing the Kiwanis Inter-
national Board. She has control of 
her time and the independence to 
do the right thing.

Having been on the Kiwanis Inter-
national Board five years and on the 
Kiwanis International Foundation 
Board eight years, I recognize the 
energy and integrity board leaders 

need.
—Robert McCurley, Past Kiwanis 
International Vice President and 

International Trustee

I had the pleasure of serving with 
Tammy while I was governor of the 
Texas-Oklahoma District. You will 
not find a more dedicated and car-
ing individual willing to go the extra 
mile for you. Tammy’s involvement 
in not only The Eliminate Project but 
also The Formula shows that she 
leads by example. 

—Susan Hennum, Texas-
Oklahoma Growth Chair  

and Distinguished Past Governor 
2011-2012

with new fundraisers that everyone could participate in 
while also encouraging clubs and individuals to make 
major gifts and pledges and become model clubs to help 
save babies around the world from a painful death from 
tetanus.

For her contributions, she was presented the new 
Centennial Award by KI President John Button at the 100th 
anniversary gathering in Detroit in January 2015.

Driskill has embraced and assisted with each new KI 
program developed, whether it centered around clubs and 
membership, leadership for youth, or worldwide service. 
This year she is helping with The Formula in Alabama as a 
club counselor.

A leader for all ages
Driskill relates to all ages, and she has made Service 

Leadership a priority. She chaired the Alabama District’s 
Key Leader Program from 2006 to 2011.

Her home club, the Kiwanis Club of Gadsden in north-
east Alabama, sponsors more Service Leadership Programs 
than any other club in the world.

Today she serves as the adviser to one K-Kids Club, two 
Builders Clubs and three Key Clubs.

An active member of Holy Comforter Episcopal Church 
in Gadsden, she serves on the board of its school and as 
adviser to its Builders Club.

She enjoyed establishing the “Sew Much Love” project 
through which K-Kids, Builders and Key Club students, in 
partnership with community members, sewed more than 
500 pillowcase dresses for distribution in Alabama, Haiti 
and Africa. 

“Kiwanis enriches my life,” said Driskill. She decided to 
run for Kiwanis International trustee several years after 
serving as a lieutenant governor and governor in the 
Alabama District, and then she agreed to serve again as 
lieutenant governor during this centennial year.

“I want to honor my dad, a fellow Kiwanian who recom-
mended I join a club, as well as the mentors I have encoun-

tered in the Kiwanis family by continuing to serve at a 
level that demonstrates my commitment to this great orga-
nization.”

Driskill is also active in several other community and 
professional organizations.

The experience to serve
She believes her overall experience helps her to be direct 

in communicating, to gather information to make tough 
decisions, to be respectful of others’ time and opinions, 
and to advocate on behalf of those she represents.

“I am detail-oriented and comfortable leading as well as 
supporting others in leadership roles,” she said.

Driskill wants to help strengthen the Kiwanis brand and 
make sure it remains or becomes relevant to local commu-
nities. “We have many successes to celebrate and many 
dreams to fulfill in our second century of service,” she 
said. 

 For more information, see her website, 
TeamTammy2015.com.

Driskill
(From Page 1)

Pam Fleming, left, talks about a fundraiser for the 
Eliminate Project as Tammy Driskill, who heads the proj-
ect in Alabama, shows the fundraising chart at the Mid-
winter Conference.
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Support Reading Is Fundamental with readers and donations for books and other needs

Governors visit and serve
Alabama District Kiwanis Governor Brian Rodgers, cen-

ter, is flanked above by two former governors during his 
visit to Divi sion 11: Henry Gray, left, who served in 1969, 
and Joel Williams, who served in 2000. Rogers and his son 
Jack visited Division 12 (top right photo) and helped 
judge the Monroe ville club’s annual barbecue cook-off 
and auction to benefit the HIPPY program (Home Instruc-
tion for Parents of Preschool Youngsters) on April 18. 
Standing are barbecue judges Rodgers and son, Division 
12 Lt. Governor Paul England and Rodie Ruffin; seated are 
Glen Haab and Rick Kimble. In Division 10, Rodgers 
joined Past Governor Ed Humphries, left, and 2014-15 Lt. 
Gov. Ben Taylor for a work day at Camp ASCCA. Rodgers 
combines his visits around the state with Kiwanis service 
projects such as fix-up days and playground repairs.

A 16-month calendar is planned for 
Jean Dean Reading Is Fundamental as 
one way to mark its 25th anniversary 
next year.

Kiwanis clubs have submitted more 
than 50 photos of Reading Is Fun da-
mental events around Alabama, and 
the deadline for voting for your favor-
ite photo online was set for midnight 
June 3.

Then the calendar will be put 
together and printed, and Kiwanians 
can buy them at the District 
Convention Aug. 7-8 in Tuscaloosa or 
order them online through the website 
jeandeanrif.org.

“We wanted to mark our 25th ser-
vice anniversary in a way that fur-
thers our mission, which is to put 
books in the hands of children and 
have them read to them,” said Cathy 
Gafford, executive director of Jean 
Dean RIF.

“The calendar will be a fundraiser as 
well as a way to remind people what 

we are trying to do thru RIF,” she 
said. Calendars will cost $12 (or less if 
you order more than one).

She expects the order form to be 
online in mid-June and the calendars 
to be available for delivery before 
August.

“We are making spaces available in 
the calendar for Kiwanis-related activ-
ities and for a directory, with club 
names and contact information,” said 
Gafford. “Contact me if you need a 
price for putting in an ad about your 
pancake breakfast or other event.”

Call her at the RIF office, 334-749-
5631, or her cell, 334-750-9974, or 
email her at jeandeanrif@gmail.com.

Ride to Read June 6
Gafford said the annual Truel Watts 

Ride to Read, a motorcycle poker run 
named in memory of a past Kiwanis 
governor, was scheduled for June 6.

Participants meet at Big Swamp 
Harley-Davidson in Opelika. Check 

www.jeandeanrif.org for online regis-
tration and information.

“Every time we have a Ride to Read, 
we have a featured author,” said 
Gafford. This year there will be two, 
both humorists. Dean Bonner from 
Camp Hill, author of “I Talk Slower 
Than I Think,” will be the featured 
author. Mary Adams Belk, who has a 
newspaper column and book titled 
“The Second Cup,” also will participate.

Tri-K Day Oct. 17
Mark your calendars now for Oct. 

17, which will be Tri-K Day at the Jean 
Dean Reading Is Fundamental ware-
house in Opelika. This Saturday is the 
time when the K-Family comes 
together to work in the warehouse to 
label, count and pack books for the 
coming year of RIF readings around 
the state.

Jean Dean RIF soon will roll out a 
new website, so watch for it, Gafford 
said.

RIF calendar will help celebrate 25 years 
of Kiwanians’ reading books to children
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Email news and photos of club projects to the Kiwanis Kourier, kiwaniskourier@gmail.com

May 16 was declared “Jack Watt Day” by the Kiwanis 
Club of Daphne-Spanish Fort as a tribute to a new mem-
ber who has already provided 15-plus years of service as 
the faculty Key Club adviser at Daphne and Spanish Fort 

high schools. Key Club members joined Kiwanians in 
the celebration. Club president Joe Cleveland read a 
proclamation in Watt’s honor, and a banner announced 
“Thank you Jack Watt!”

Alabama clubs in action

Daphne-Spanish Fort 
cites Key Club adviser

Dale Key Club receives 
grant for walking trail

The Dale County Christian School 
Key Club received a community grant 
from the Youth Opportunity Fund 
through Kiwanis International and 
used it to upgrade a public walking 
trail.

The project they chose was replacing 
the worn-out boards on the long 
bridge on the walking trail at Dale 
County Lake.

“The project wouldn’t have been 
possible without the help from OBC 
Trail Life USA Troop 316, Ozark City 
Department of Leisure Service, ACE 
Hardware and the Kiwanis Club of 
Ozark, said Leah Harlow.

Good Morning Club 
buys school computer

The Good Morning Montgomery 
Kiwanis Club has voted to buy one of 
the $199 Chromebook computers 
sought by Susanne Harrison for her 
classes at Stanhope Elmore High 

School in Millbrook.
“We all believe in your cause and 

are proud of you for organizing this 
effort,” said Milt Livingston, president 
of the Good Morning Montgomery 
club. 

He invited Harrison to receive the 
check and also be a guest speaker at a 
meeting, perhaps during July or 
August.

The club meets at 7 a.m. each 
Thursday at Down the Street Cafe on 
Zelda Road.

Alabama District Kiwanis Governor 
Brian Rodgers,when informed of the 
project that will benefit students in 

their classrooms, said,”That is awe-
some. Thanks for your club’s support 
of this worthwhile project.”

Huntsville club reminds 
members of memorials

Kiwanis members can be frequently 
reminded about the option of remem-
bering deceased members through 
memorial gifts to a club’s foundation, 
as well as the Alabama District 
Foundation, Jean Dean Reading Is 

Key appreciation
Kiwanis Club of Huntsville past 

president Bryan Bennett got this post-
er from Laura Crandall, Key Club 
Division 1 lieutenant governor. He 
visited New Century/Lee and 
Huntsville high schools to work out 
issues with Key Leader registration. 
Crandall and Atchima Klomkaew, Key 
Club immediate past lieutenant gover-
nor, had New Century Key Club mem-
bers sign “thank you” in languages 
representing their countries of origin.

(See Page 9)
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Fundamental and Kiwanis Interna-
tional Foundation.

The Kiwanis Club of Huntsville uses 
its bulletin to remind members and 
provide the mailing address for 
checks made to the Kiwanis Club of 
Huntsville Foundation.

Over a period of a few weeks this 
spring, the club lost Dr. Mabry Miller, 
Lou Brown and Jack Hagler. Club bul-
letin editor Woody Grayson noted the 
opportunity and added that all memo-
rials would be matched and designat-
ed for the KI worldwide Eliminate 
Project that will help eradicate mater-
nal/neonatal tetanus. 

‘Taste of the Towns’ 
in Baldwin County

“Taste of the Towns” was sponsored 
May 7 by the Kiwanis Club of 
Daphne-Spanish Fort and Safe Harbor 
Financial Services.

Held from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Five 

Rivers Delta Resource Center on the 
Causeway, it featured food from more 
than 25 restaurants, complimentary 
beverages and entertainment plus a 
silent auction.

Club members reported that the 
weather cooperated, turnout was 
great and comments were positive. 

Carolyn Parham has headed this fun-
draiser for the club for several years, 
raising thousands each year.

The silent auction raised approxi-
mately $5,000. All proceeds will bene-
fit area youth, including three Key 
Clubs.

W. Huntsville: 100 cans
The Kiwanis Club of West Huntsville donated 100 cans 

of Healthy Choice soup to the Food Bank of North 
Alabama, which supplies nonprofit pantries in 11 coun-
ties. That’s just one of the many “100” items on a long 
list the club is accomplishing this year in honor of the 
100th year of Kiwanis International. Club member and 
past lieutenant governor Rich Hartz is shown with the 
cans and Kathryn Strickland, executive director of the 
Food Bank of North Alabama.

Huntsville: Phonics phones
Two Kiwanis Club of Huntsville past presidents deliv-

ered 100 cases of phonics phones (24 to a case) May 17 to 
Huntsville City Schools. “The Huntsville club is keenly 
focused on early childhood education and reading skills 
as a way to achieve this,” said Ed Courtney, who was 
accompanied by his wife, Cheryl, and fellow past presi-
dent Bryan Bennett. The phones were donated by Dr. 
Lou Brown and his company, Available Plastics. They are 
PVC pipe tubes that allow a student to speak in one end 
and hear his own voice through the other. Students use 
them to practice reading, and this focus on hearing 
sounds helps students acquire phonemic awareness. 

... Alabama clubs in action
(From Page 8)

Among those attending Taste of the Towns sponsored by the Kiwanis Club 
of Daphne-Spanish Fort are, from left, Larry and Karla Moons, Dee Dee and 
Keith Graham, Tammy Driskill, and Division 13 Lt. Gov. Mark Kellerman.

What is your club doing? Email project photos and other information  
to the Kiwanis Kourier editor at kiwaniskourier@gmail.com.
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Have questions? Call the Kiwanis District Office in Birmingham at 205-945-1334

Montgomery’s fair-
sized check: $250,000

The Montgomery Kiwanis Club presented a 
$250,000 check to nonprofit organizations in 
the region, using proceeds from the Alabama 
National Fair it sponsors in Montgomery each 
fall. “It is a huge check, and it is exactly what 
we want to do,” said past club president Ross 
Dunman. “This is from the hard work of hun-
dreds of volunteers with Kiwanis and the giv-
ing spirit of those who attend the fair every 
year from the River Region. We give every-
thing we make back to the community, to 
these nonprofit organizations.” The Kiwanis 
Club of Montgomery is the second-largest 
Kiwanis club in the world, and the Alabama 
National Fair is the organization’s annual fun-
draiser.

... Alabama clubs in action

Cleaning up Monroeville
Monroeville Kiwanians who helped with trash pickup 

in the City Of Monroeville include, from left, Stuart 
Richeson, Jodi Chambers, her daughter Berkley, Joseph 
Oglesby and Paul England.

Vulcan 
breakfast
The Kiwanis Club of 
Vulcan prepared and 

served breakfast to res-
idents of UAB Town-

house in Birmingham. 
The patients receiving 
treatment at UAB Hos-

pital and their family 
members enjoyed a 

Kiwanis favorite, pan-
cakes, among  

other items.

Decatur watches member numbers
Membership is the key to service, and the Kiwanis Club 

of Decatur understands that.
This year, club president Stratton Orr and his board have 

set a goal of 20 new members by Oct. 1. The goal and prog-
ress toward it are included near the top of each week’s 
club newsletter.

The May 27 newsletter reported: “20 new members by 
Oct. 1, 2015! 8 have joined! 12 to go!”

Gadsden offers flag display program
The Kiwanis Club of Gadsden offers an American flag 

display program as one of its service projects.
For an annual fee of $50, club members will display a 5- 

by 3-foot flag on participants’ property six times a year: 
Memorial Day, Flag Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day 
through Sept. 11, Veteran’s Day and President’s Day.

The club provides all materials and labor for setup and 
removal.

(See Page 11)
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... Alabama clubs in action
Proceeds from flag displays help the 

club support programs such as Jean 
Dean Reading Is Fundamental, Boy 
Scouts of America, The Love Center, 
Gadsden Cultural Arts Foundation, 
Etowah Youth Orchestras, Girl Scouts 
of America, college scholarships for 
local students, Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters, American Red Cross, James M. 
Barrie Center for Children, United 
Way of Etowah County and Gadsden-
Etowah YMCA.

Hartselle holds Easter 
egg hunt, other events

Easter and Christmas are times for 
major service projects by the Kiwanis 
Club of Hartselle in Division 2, which 
also holds a golf tournament and 
recently added a half-marathon run as 
other club-sponsored events.

On March 28, the Easter Bunny 
made an appearance for photos with 

children at the club’s annual Easter 
egg hunt in Sparkman Park for chil-
dren up to fifth grade. 

A separate hunt was held for chil-
dren with special needs.

Other groups assisted with the 
event, which included inflatables for 
children to play on before and after 
the 10 a.m. egg hunt.

In December, “Miracle on Main 
Street” was the theme for the club’s 
2014 Christmas parade.

(From Page 10)

The 27th annual Huntsville-Madison County Prayer Breakfast was sponsored May 7 from 7 to 9 a.m. in the North 
Hall of the Von Braun Center by the Kiwanis Club of Huntsville. The Rev. Kee Sloan, 11th Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Alabama, was the speaker. Tables for eight were sold for $160 each, with a goal of 60 (this is considered a 
community event, not a fundraiser). Music was provided by the Blue Notes, an a cappella quintet of Huntsville 
police officers. Madison County Commission Chairman Dale Strong chaired the event, which was attended by 
Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle, Madison Mayor Troy Trulock and other civic and religious leaders.

Prayer 
Breakfast 

in 
Huntsville

Key Club recognition
Mobile area Kiwanians received honors 

during the Key Club District Convention, 
held in Mobile in March. Past Kiwanis 
District Governor Karla Moons, who is 
Division 14 lieutenant governor, was 
awarded the George Price Service to 
Youth Award for her commitment to 
youth; she is shown with Price, District 
Key Club administrator. Another mem-
ber of the Azalea City Kiwanis Club, 
Kim Collum, right, was presented the 
Outstanding Kiwanian Award by outgo-
ing Key Club Governor Kacie Hines in 
recognition of her continued support to 
Key Club. Moons and Collum have had a 
busy year helping coordinate K-Family 
gatherings, since Kiwanis, Key Club and 
Circle K each held a statewide conven-
tion in Mobile over an eight-month  
period.
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By Jamie Brabston
District Key Leader Administrator

The Alabama District hosted its 2015 Key Leader 
weekend April 17-19, 2015, once again at beautiful 
Camp ASCCA in Jackson’s Gap, Alabama.

Thanks to all of the support from across our great 
district, the event was attended by 52 students 
from all over the state.

As many of you may have heard, one of our par-
ticipants, David Wesley Rabren Jr., passed away 
while attending this event.

It is impossible to describe the enormous grief 
felt by all of the students and adults at Key Leader. 
Despite the fact that most of us had just met David, it was 
clear that he was a genuinely kind, fun and talented young 
man.

He was in 10th grade and a member of the South 
Baldwin County High School Key Club, as well as the high 
school marching and jazz bands. Please keep David’s 
mother, grandfather, entire family, friends and community 
in your prayers.

Although David’s passing obviously had a great effect on 
the weekend, it is important to also pass along the many 
positive aspects of Key Leader 2015.

In the face of this tragedy, so many adults and youth 
stepped up to address the situation, and great bonds were 
created during the weekend.

Our adult team of chaperones each put his/her individu-
al talents and gifts to great use, and we could not have per-
severed without them.

On behalf of the entire Alabama District, I extend the 

greatest appreciation to Key Leader co-chair/site 
coordinator Sabrina Young, as well as Jerry Ware, 
Paula Owen, Richard Elmes and Barbara “BeBe” 
Ballard. Thank you for your love, support, time, 
talents and commitment. Jerry was diligent and 
thorough in a time of crisis. We also are fortunate 
that our Kiwanis governor, Brian Rodgers, is a 
licensed counselor and was able to use his crisis 
counseling skills.

Throughout the weekend, we were blessed with 
an amazing lead facilitator, Tracey Devereaux from 
Nova Scotia, whose energy and leadership was felt 

by all of us.
In addition, we were fortunate to have an incredible 

team of student facilitators who not only led their “neigh-
borhoods” like true servant leaders, but also stepped up to 
lead when faced with the unexpected. Jacob Dennis, 
Jeremy Ware, Laura Owen, Olivia Smith, Delaney Howell 
and Ashley Stephens — you are true Key Leaders! Thank 
you so much for all of your commitment, leadership, time 
and support.

The evaluations completed by this year’s Key Leader 
participants sum up why this program is so important. 
These evaluations are completed at the end of the program 
and were still overwhelmingly positive, despite the tragic 
turn of events late Saturday afternoon.

The common remark was that they loved making new 
friends and bonding so quickly with them. Other common 
responses to “What did you like about this weekend?” 

Students from all over Alabama gathered at a camp at Jackson’s Gap to learn about leadership and service during 
the Key Leader event April 17-19.

52 state students learn leadership, 
make friends at Key Leader event

Jamie Brabston

(See KEY LEADER, Page 13)
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included:
n “Everything! I loved it!”
n “Meeting other people and grow-

ing bonds with them so quickly.”
n “Learning about leadership.”
n “I liked opening up and getting to 

know people I normally don’t talk to.”
n “The fun energy was kept up by 

everyone.”
n “Giving and receiving information 

to become a stronger leader.”
n “I hardly knew anyone at the start 

of the weekend, and now I’ve made 
some life-long friends.”

n “Spread the word of this event 
and get more people to come.”

n “Key Leader is the bomb.com!”
n “Maybe make the camp longer?”
n “I love Key Leader!
n “It was a time I’ll never forget.”
Clearly, the Alabama District suc-

cessfully provided an amazing oppor-
tunity for students from around the 
state to learn and grow as servant 
leaders, while forming new, lifelong 
friendships.

This Kiwanis International program 
for eighth- through 12th-graders 
teaches service leadership during a 
fun weekend of small and large group 
activities, interactive events and pre-

sentations by a professional facilitator. 
It can provide that extra push so that 
students gain confidence and return to 
their schools and communities as true 
leaders.

We wish that all Kiwanians from 
around the district had the opportuni-
ty to witness this program in action.

Seeing it for themselves were many 
of our Alabama District Foundation 
board members, who held their meet-
ing at Camp ASCCA on Saturday, 
April 18. They enjoyed lunch with our 
group and watched some of the team-
building exercises.

We greatly appreciate them spend-
ing this time with us, and moreover, 
we cannot thank the Foundation 
enough for its generous financial sup-
port of our Key Leader program.

And last but NOT least … drum roll, 
please ... This year’s Key Leader 
would not have been possible without 
the enormous support by the incredi-
ble Alabama District Key Club. 
George Price and Paul Sexton made 
support of Key Leader a priority, both 
through generous financial scholar-
ships and by recruiting members and 
other attendees from all over our 
state. George, Paul, the Key Club 
Adult Board and all of the Key Club 
leadership — thank you!

As always, we must begin consider-
ing plans for the next event as soon as 

this year’s event ends. It has not been 
easy to do so this year. However, the 
overwhelmingly positive response 
from our Key Leader participants 
fuels our commitment to continue the 
Key Leader program in Alabama. 

It is hard to describe the life experi-
ence and skills this program offers to 
so many youths around our state that 
would not otherwise be available to 
many of them. We do, however, need 
even more support from throughout 
the Alabama District to make this hap-
pen. 

We are inviting Kiwanians (and Key 
Club sponsors such as teachers who 
may not be Kiwanians) to join the 
Alabama District Key Leader team. 
The only way to ensure the future suc-
cess of Key Leader is to build continu-
ity with a team of adult leaders (at 
least 10) who will agree to commit to 
this mission. 

Without the support of the entire 
Kiwanis family, the continuation of 
this opportunity is uncertain. Thank 
you in advance for considering this 
opportunity.

For more information on Key 
Leader, please visit www.key-leader.
org or contact me at jamie.m.brabston 
@gmail.com (256-679-6341).  I hope to 
hear from many of you.

Key Leader
(From Page 12)

Celebration in Prattville
This 100th birthday cake for Kiwanis was the centerpiece of 

the Friday night dinner during the Mid-winter Conference. 
Eugenia and Ken Alovera, Kiwanis International Trustee and 
counselor to Alabama, came from the Philippines to join Gov-
ernor Brian Rodgers, Past Governor Tammy Driskill and others 
for the celebration. Getting into the celebratory spirit are Jessica 
Bloom, David Womack, Margaret Murphy and Laura Allen.
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Deadline for the summer edition of the online Kiwanis Kourier is July 1, 2015

By Patrice Stewart
Kiwanis Kourier editor

Alabama Kiwanians heard from a speaker whose work 
helps protect children, as well as from District Governor 
Brian Rodgers and other officers, at the Mid-winter 
Conference in Prattville.

Members from clubs around the state gathered Feb. 
20-21, 2015, at The Legends Marriott Hotel and Conference 
Center.  

“Meaningful service and impact is what Kiwanis is all 
about,” said Governor Brian Rodgers when introducing 
the interclub luncheon speaker from “a place that provides 
hope” in the Montgomery area.  

Jannah Bailey, executive director of Child Protect, talked 
about her non-profit advocacy center, which has served 
535 children in three counties.

“Their monsters are real,” she said, “and our role is to 
provide a neutral place” where children can talk about 
allegations.

Her Sunday afternoons can quickly change from taking a 
pleasant motorcycle ride to taking a call about children 
who have witnessed a murder. Sometimes calls involve 
children who may have been sexually or physically 
abused, while other youngsters have been around meth 
labs, drug deals or gun deals.

But she doesn’t mind those weekend interruptions, 
because she wants to make a difference in someone’s life. 
Kiwanians do the same through their service, she said.

“Think about all the people you’ll never know whose 
lives you touch just by being a Kiwanis member,” Bailey 
said.

“It’s been said that the best way to find yourself is to lose 
yourself in service to others,” she said. “And all you need 
(to serve) is a heart full of grace and a soul full of love.”

Marking 100 years
The Alabama District held a Friday night celebration din-

ner at the Prattville conference center to mark the national 
organization’s 100th anniversary while announcing that 
the year-long party that began in Detroit in January will 
continue into the summer at the KI Convention in 
Indianapolis June 25-28 and the Alabama District 
Convention in Tuscaloosa Aug. 7-8. 

The Friday night celebration included birthday cake, 
party glasses announcing “100” and, of course, awards 
presentations.

The Alabama District’s trustee/counselor from the 
Kiwanis International board, Ken Alovera and wife, 
Eugenia, from the Philippines, came to Alabama for the 
celebration and conference.

“One hundred years is truly something to celebrate,” 
said Alabama District Governor Brian Rodgers. From the 
Jean Dean Reading Is Fundamental program in Alabama to 
the worldwide service effort to eliminate maternal and 
neonatal tetanus around the world, Kiwanians have much 

to be proud of, he said.
“These things don’t just happen on their own,” Rodgers 

noted. “It takes many dedicated volunteers who give of 
their time and money and are always seeking to improve 
the communities we live in.”

He quoted the “Live it, love it, share it” philosophy of 
The Formula for club success and said it is important to 
have fun while involved in service to help children and 
save lives.

It might be flipping pancakes or it might be another way 
to raise money and make an impact, “but have fun in a 
part of that equation.”

Distinguished club awards for 2013-14 were announced 
for the following: Monroeville, Huntsville West, Tallassee, 
Birmingham Tuscaloosa, Cullman, Florence, Auburn and 
Alexander City.

Workshop sessions
The district took a new approach this year and designed 

several sessions that most Kiwanians could attend, instead 
of having them choose between several held at the same 
time.

Topics included Planning the Way Ahead (The Formula), 
with Jamie Brabston and Brian Rodgers; Nuts and Bolts 
(youth protection, 990 forms and bylaws certification), 
with Troy Whisenant and Tammy Driskill; Investing in 
Future Leaders (Key Leader club challenge), with Jamie 
Brabston and Key Leader alumni; and Increase Our Impact 
(Eliminate Project and updates on the Alabama District 
and Kiwanis International foundations), with Tammy 

Mid-winter Conference speaker: 
‘Lose yourself in service to others’

Jannah Bailey, executive director of Child Protect, talk-
ed about her non-profit advocacy center during the 
Alabama District’s Mid-winter Conference in Prattville 
on Feb. 20-21.

(See MID-WINTER, Page 16)



Alabama Kiwanis Kourier, Spring 2015     15

Support Reading Is Fundamental with readers and donations for books and other needs

Many plaques, awards and gifts were 
exchanged at the Mid-winter Conference in 
Prattville. At top left, Governor Brian Rodgers 
points out the KI Centennial Awards belong-
ing to Past Governor Tammy Driskill of 
Gadsden and Armand St. Raymond of 
Birmingham. In the right photo, banners and 
other gifts are given to visiting Kiwanis 
International Trustee Ken Alovera of the 
Philippines and wife Eugenia, who is also a 
Kiwanian. Jean Dean RIF executive director 
Cathy Gafford and husband, Doug, gave three 
RIF Barnett awards in recognition of RIF sup-
porters. In the center photos, she is with RIF 
Barnett recipient Harriette Huggins of the 
Greater Auburn club, a RIF advisory board 
member, and with RIF Diamond Barnett recip-
ient Mike Winstead of Montgomery, who is 

president of the RIF advisory board and past 
president of the Alabama Kiwanis Foundation. 
A Diamond RIF Barnett also went to longtime 
RIF volunteer Brandy Travers of the Metro 
Huntsville club (not pictured). At bottom 
right, the Kiwanis governor is with Circle K 
Governor Jessica Bloom and Key Club 
Governor Kacie Hines, who were presented J. 
Mercer Barnett Awards from the Alabama 
Kiwanis District. Beth Geiger of the Daphne-
Spanish Fort club (left) was one of those who 
donated to a district Eliminate Project fund-
raiser. Here she shows off the new centennial 
commemorative coin; about a dozen were 
given out at the Mid-winter Conference to 
those who helped raise money to eradicate 
maternal/neonatal tetanus.

Honors and mementos at Mid-winter

Kiwanis dates to note
n June 25-28 — Kiwanis International Con-
vention in Indianapolis
n Aug. 7-8 — Alabama District Convention in 
Tuscaloosa
n Oct. 17 — K-Family work day in Opelika RIF 
warehouse

Indianapolis
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Kiwanians can still register on site at the Indianapolis Convention Center starting June 24

Several Kiwanis clubs were recognized as “Distinguished” at the Mid-winter 
Conference based on meeting designated criteria during 2013-14. The Monroeville 
club, above left, shown with Governor Brian Rodgers, was represented by president 
David Stewart, Eliminate coordinator Laura Allen shown next to Rodgers, secretary 
Phil Allen, past Lt. Gov. Margaret Murphy and current Lt. Gov. Paul England. The 
right photo includes Tammy Driskill, who was accepting a Distinguished Club 
award for the West Huntsville club and her dad, Doug Driskill, its president; 
Armand St. Raymond for the Kiwanis Club of Birmingham; Brad Haddock, presi-
dent-elect, and Jim McGee, vice president, Kiwanis Club of Florence; and Lt. Gov. 
Ben Taylor for his Tallassee club.  In the photo at left, representing the Kiwanis 
Club of Tuscaloosa, are Troy Whisenant, Lt. Gov. Betty Whisenant and Circle K 
Administrator David Womack. Also earning Distinguished honors but not pictured 
were the Kiwanis clubs of Alexander City, Auburn and Cullman. It was noted that 
Distinguished Club awards require the efforts of many officers and members.

Clubs recognized as ‘Distinguished’

Driskill, Gordon Ruggles and Joel 
Williams.

Club Leadership Education work-
shops for presidents and secretaries 
also were held during the morning.    

During the weekend, Kiwanians 
were briefed on what is ahead for 
them at the Kiwanis International 
Convention in Indianapolis and at the 
Alabama District Convention in 
Tuscaloosa.

Completing delegate paperwork for 
the Indianapolis convention was dis-
cussed. Two delegates per club are 
allowed, and past district governors 
and lieutenant governors may repre-
sent other clubs.

Past Alabama Kiwanis Governor 
Tammy Driskill, a candidate for the KI 
Board of Trustees, will be on the ballot 
during the Friday business session in 
Indianapolis.

K-Family reports
Kacie Hines, 2014-15 Key Club gov-

ernor for Alabama, addressed 

Kiwanians and also introduced Rip 
Livingston, who is serving on the Key 
Club International Board. “I couldn’t 
be more proud to be a servant leader 
in the Kiwanis Family,” Hines said, 
and she mentioned that Key Club is 
turning 90.

Circle K District Governor Jessica 
Bloom talked about her organization’s 
growth, with four new club charters 
submitted and the new Alabama State 
University chapter planning to send 14 
members to the Circle K convention.

K-Family service administrators also 
made presentations.

Mid-winter
(From Page 14)

Paul Taylor Artis of Huntsville, 83, who served as 
a Kiwanis lieutenant governor and as president of 
the Kiwanis Club of South Huntsville, died Feb. 24, 
2015.

Mr. Artis was retired from the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration where he 
worked on the Shuttle Program, Apollo Program, 
Skylab, Space Station and Hubble Telescope. He 
also retired from Lockheed Martin and served as a 
corpsman in the Army Corps of Engineers during 
the Korean War. 

He was a member of Hillwood Baptist Church in 

Huntsville, where he served as a deacon, Sunday 
School teacher and member of the Yesterday, Today 
and Tomorrow Choir.

He is survived by his wife, Louise Artis of 
Huntsville; two sons, Barry Artis and wife, Sandi, 
and Mike Artis and wife, Karen, all of Huntsville, 
seven grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

Pastor Charles Freeman officiated at the funeral 
service Feb. 28 at 3:30 p.m. at Hillwood Baptist 
Church, where the family received friends begin-
ning at 2:30. Burial followed at Valhalla Memory 
Gardens.

Paul Artis dies at 83; lieutenant governor, club president

Paul Artis
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Have questions? Call the Kiwanis District Office in Birmingham at 205-945-1334

Mid-winter Conference
Prattville, Feb. 20-21, 2015

Photos by Patrice Stewart
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Send annual club gift of at least $10 per member to the Kiwanis International Foundation

Mid-winter  
Conference

Photos by Patrice Stewart
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Keep up with progress of the KI worldwide service project at www.TheEliminateProject.org

Mid-winter Conference

Photos by Patrice Stewart


